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Ramadan 
 Wednesday marks the start of Ramadan for many 

of our families.  
We would like to send our best wishes to those 

families during this month of fasting and 
reflection.  

Whilst most of our children will not be fasting 
fully, they may wish to participate in a way which 

is appropriate to their age - for example by not 
having pudding at lunchtime or not having their 

morning snack.  
In order to help us support this in school, please 
let the office know if you would like your child to 

take part and how they will be observing 
Ramadan.  

Throughout Ramadan we will also provide a quiet 
space for those children at lunchtime should they 

need it.  

A Message From Mrs Horton 

At last the Spring weather has arrived!! 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Bank Holiday. The weather 
was perfect for a long weekend . . . . Let’s hope it continues. 
Next week Indigo Class, along with all year 6 classes in the 

country, will have their SATs tests.  
I would like to express my thanks to all the adults who have 

supported the children in their preparation. 
Mr Long and Miss Smith have done a great job to ensure the 

children are able to do their best. 
I have been extremely impressed and proud of the approach 

that all the class has taken. They have worked so hard and 
diligently to be able to show their understanding and skills in 

a test format. 
They have been applying lots of great Habits of Mind 

http://www.habitsofmindinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/HOM.Chart_.Horizontal.pdf 

The climate in the class has been positive and determined. 
They have worked together with a great team ethic – 

encouraging everyone to do the best that they can. I am 
enormously proud of them all. 

MOST importantly – I hope they listen to the advice of 
having a calm and relaxing weekend; you are ready! 
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BACKGROUND 

 

School governors represent the largest volunteer force in the country with approximately 1% of the adult population 

serving in this capacity at any one time. Parent governors are elected by their fellow parents and are vital to a 

governing body because they ensure that the other governors are kept in touch with the concerns and issues of most 

importance to our parents.  

CHARACTERISTICS AND ROLE OF SCHOOL GOVERNORS 

  

Governors are people who wish to make a positive contribution to the school and the education of its children.  They 

will contribute to the effective day-to-day running of the school and have an effective input toward the educational 

achievements of its pupils.  

  

A governing body’s overriding responsibility is to work in partnership with the head teacher to promote continuous 

improvement in the performance of the school.  This involves the establishment of a development plan, the setting of 

challenging but achievable targets and the interpretation of information to assess progress and determine 

appropriate action.  Typically, a governor’s duties will average at around 6 hours of spare time each month.  Aligned 

to its improvement role, the governing body is there to be a ‘critical friend’ who can provide the right balance 

between supporting and challenging the performance of both the head teacher and the school. 

TRAINING AND SUPPORT 

 

Islington Council values the voluntary contribution of its governors and in return aims to provide a high-quality 

training and support service.  Governors are able to access this support in a variety of ways including training courses 

and a termly newsletter which is sent to all school governors to keep them informed of developments in education 

policy and current best practice.    

BECOMING A PARENT GOVERNOR 

 

Being a parent governor can be stimulating, enjoyable and rewarding.  If you have the enthusiasm and desire to 

become closely involved in the running of the school, then please consider putting yourself forward for vacancies that 

arise.  Parent Governors are an important component in achieving an effective and well-balanced governing body.  
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Year 6 SAT’s 
 

During the month of May all children in Year 2 
across the country will be assessed by their 
teachers. Part of the assessment happens 

through completing Key Stage 1 SATs booklets.  
 

Our teachers work carefully to ensure that 
children are comfortable, confident and can do 

their best. Booklets will be completed by 
working in small groups alongside the teacher 

and will feel ‘like normal lessons’ for the 
children. 

 
You can support your child by ensuring that 

they are getting plenty of sleep each night, that 
they arrive on time to school – ready for 
learning and that they have had a good 

breakfast.  

Year 2 Assessments 
 

 
Across the country, Key Stage 2 SATs tests 

begin on Monday 14th May.  
Over this period, leading up to and during 
that week, it is a very important time to 

support your child to be well prepared and 
ready to do their very best. 

 
You can support your child by ensuring they 
have a calm and restful lead up to SAT’s week 

– in essence, a relaxing weekend. 
It is important that your child is in school  

every day,  and has had a good amount of 
sleep. 

 
We recommend they are in bed by 8.30pm 

and asleep by 9pm.   
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Lates  
 

We have noted that a number of families have 
recently requested leave during term time for family 

holidays.  
 

It is important that families understand that all such 
requests are declined and followed up by our 
Education Welfare Officer, Martin Fullbrook. 

 
Poor and disrupted school attendance is a significant 

barrier to children’s progress. It impacts on the 
individual child and on the continuity of provision for 

the wider class.  
 

The school will always follow the policy of requesting 
the local authority to issue a penalty notice.  

 
The fine is up to £5000 per child and this is issued to 

both parents. 
 

As a school we have a duty to drive good and better 
punctuality and attendance. 

 The school attendance target for the year is 98.5%.  

 
 

Attendance  
 

We have a significant number of children arriving late 
for school. This has a massive impact on not only these 

children but also the learning and teaching of other 
children in the class. 

As children should be in class and settled at 9am, we 
will be closing the gates just before then.  

Children will need to come to the office and get a late 
slip, or may have to wait so as not to disturb assemblies 

or phonics sessions.  
 

We offer soft start and breakfast club to facilitate a 
good and timely start to the day.  

 
We have recently sent letters home about lateness and 

the Education Welfare Service will issue a Penalty 
Notice for persistent lateness. 
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Our Picasso inspired  
Self Portraits  

Inspired by Picasso, Kai in Blue Class 
did this work at home - where he 
drew “the inside of a brain”. 
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Science Club  
In Science Club we have been learning about 
Forces of Flight. Last week we experimented 
with paper planes, this week we had balloon 
races! 

Lunchtime Book Club in the library 
today.  
It was lovely to see the older children 
reading books to the younger ones, 
who all thoroughly enjoyed it! 

Book Club  
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Gardening with Caroline 

A group of children from Nursery visited Caroline in the garden. We planted some 
rainbow carrots!  
Then we came back to the Nursery garden and added more compost to the potatoes we 
have been growing. We found some leaves that had been munched and also the culprit - 
a very fat caterpillar! 
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Gardening with Caroline 
Yellow Class planted mini cucumbers and 
pumpkins with Caroline. We also tended to our 
sunflower seedlings which needed a little TLC. 
Time to add to our sunflower diaries! 
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Educational Visits 
Children from Years 5 & 6 went 
to the Emirates Stadium for an 
Islington Reading Road Map 
event. They enjoyed listening to 
the shortlisted authors talk 
about what inspired them to 
write. 

Proud Hargrave Park Tri Golf Champions! 
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Monday 14th- Thursday 17th May Year 6 SATs Week 

Friday 25th May  
8.00-8.40am 

Parent Breakfast and Picasso 
Sharing  

Friday 25th May 
3.30-4.00pm 

Picasso Sharing Afternoon 

Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June  Half Term 

Monday 11th – Friday 15th June Healthy Eating Week 

Friday 15th June Inset Day 

Friday 22nd June  Trip to Frinton Reception –Year 6 

Friday 22nd June Nursery Parents Picnic  

Monday 9th July Sports Day  

Monday 9th July Toddlers Parents Picnic  

Thursday 19th July Summer Fair  

Friday 20th July School finishes at 2pm  

A busy 
Summer term 

 
As always the 

Summer term is a 
busy term at 

Hargrave Park, we 
have pulled out the 
headline key dates 
for your diaries. 

 
Keep up to date with 
life at Hargrave Park 
on either the School 

App or School 
Website  


