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The weeks ahead  
22nd January  

Pink and Yellow Class Marvel Avengers Visit to Excel 
W/C 28TH January 

E-Safety Week 
28th January 4.45 – 5.30pm 
 Parent Volunteer meeting 

31st January  
Year 2 Activity Festival Sobell 

6th February 
Nursery Superheroes Workshop 

15th February 
Inset Day 

18th February  
Half term 
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A message from Mrs Horton 
Happy New Year to all our families! I hope that you had a relaxing and festive break. 
The children and staff have returned refreshed and all ready for learning in the new 

term. New topics are already underway. 
It was lovely to see so many families come to parent consultations this week. My 

thanks to the teachers for all of the extra work that this involves. Regular 
communication between home and school supports good relationships, which in turn 

impacts on children’s learning and progress. 
 

You may have noticed that the children have been talking about the new plants in 
school! They have been a really positive addition, as part of our work with Professor 

Stephen Heppell, in improving the learning environment. Classrooms can very quickly 
get high carbon dioxide levels, which impacts on everyone’s sense of ‘being ready for 
learning’. The plants ‘breathe in’ the carbon dioxide and then ‘breathe out’ oxygen – 

which should keep everyone energised for learning. As well as all of the science – they 
also LOOK great in the classrooms.  

It is nice to have a bit of nature inside. 

Friday 18th January 2019 

Parental Behaviour 
As a school we understand that from time to time families will be upset about issues 

that arise at school. We will always endeavour to address these concerns quickly 
and thoroughly. Positive home/school relationships have an enormous impact on 

children’s progress and sense of well-being.  
Whilst we understand that emotions can run high, we will not tolerate unacceptable 
behaviour from parents. The school must be a safe and orderly place for everyone 
in our community. The school will not allow behaviour that upsets and intimidates 

other families, children or staff.  
We want to reassure families that whenever incidents of this nature occur the 

school always responds robustly, including where appropriate, the consideration of 
formal action from the local authority.  

This may include a banning order from school premises. 
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School shoes and tights 
#takingprideinourappearance 

Please remember children should have plain  
grey socks or tights along with plain black 

footwear 

Professor Heppell Update  
During the Autumn term all spaces within the school were monitored for sound levels, carbon 
dioxide levels, light quality and temperature. We had some very interesting results! We were 
surprised at how positively we could impact on these factors without spending a lot of money, 
just by changing some of our habits – like opening the doors and windows during lunch break. 
Mr Lodge fed back to teachers and support staff in each learning space and suggested some 
“quick wins” to control the temperature, CO2 and natural light. Thank you Mr Lodge! 
What else is new? 
The Hub continues to develop – it is really popular with the children. 
Adults and children are exploring writing on the glass with special colourful pens. 
Outdoor speakers and mirrors have been introduced to support play during break times and 
lunchtimes 
We have launched ‘living walls’ in classrooms and shared areas. 

Enrichment  
Over the past two weeks school has been busy 
with lots of enrichment opportunities. We have 

had some great, high quality workshops in 
school to inspire and immerse children in their 

new topics. 
Key Stage 1 are having a series of Yoga 
workshops as part of their India topic. 

Lower Key Stage 2 had a Chinese Dragon Dance 
Workshop, delivered by Dance Days London and 

Upper Key Stage 2 took part in an active, 
creative workshop exploring The Maya! 

Friday 18th January 2019 


