
Newsletter  15th September 2017 

A message from Mrs Horton 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in our survey around our 

Remote Teaching and Learning offer. The comments have been 

really helpful to better understand the experience of children, 

staff and families as we navigate this new system and approach. 

 

I continue to be so impressed with the work from teachers in 

being creative and innovative to provide good quality teaching 

for children at home and those in school. The support staff are 

doing an amazing job as they help those children who are on site 

to complete the work set. 

Key to good success is children getting regular feedback on the 

work that is uploaded. As the days go by we are getting much 

better figures for engagement levels, which is great progress.  

 

The vast majority of children are either engaging with work 

remotely from home or they are in school being supported by 

their teaching assistant. We have a very small number of children 

who are not engaging at all, which is of course very concerning.  

We will continue to work hard to support these children and their 

families. The impact of losing so much learning across this 

lockdown period will have long term impact on their progress – 

so we have to find a way to work together and make it work! 

 

Everyone at school fully understands the pressures of home 

schooling. I think families are doing a great job. Doing your best 

is all that can be expected at this time.  

Please don’t get too stressed. If you need help, please get in 

touch and we will do our very best to support where we can. 

Feedback from the surveys has been shared at the  

back of the newsletter. 

Friday 29th January 

Term Dates 
Monday 15th  Feb – 19th Feb  Half Term 
Monday 22nd Feb -  INSET DAY 4 (no remote learning set 

on this day, no keyworker school on this day) 

Wednesday 31st Mar  Last day of term, school closes 2pm 

(Friday 2nd  April                         Good Friday) 
(Monday 5th April                       Easter Monday) 
Summer Term 2021 
Mon 19th April – Fri 23rd July 2021 
Monday 19th April                  Children return to school 
Monday 3rd  May                     Bank Holiday (school 

closed) 

Monday 31st May – Fri 4th June   Half Term 
Monday 31st May                   Bank Holiday 

Monday 7th  June    INSET DAY 5 (school closed to children) 

Friday 23rd  July        Last day of term, school closes 2pm 

Staffing Update 

Our Pastoral Care Manager, Miss Josephs is leaving HP 

at half term. She is moving to a new role outside of 

education where she will continue to support children and 

families. I would like to thank her for all of her work since 

she joined HP in 2019. 

Our new Pastoral Care Manager, Mr George Smith will 

start work in the last week of the half term to support a 

good handover with Miss Josephs. I am confident that he 

will be a great addition to the team and I am sure he will 

get a good welcome from everyone in the community. 
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Remote Learning 

We would like to say a huge well done to all 

the children and families who have adapted 

so well to the new way of  learning.  

There is so much fabulous work happening. 

The teachers are always so pleased when 

children are able to upload their work to 

Seesaw or Tapestry.  

Some people have received a special 

postcard from Mrs Horton or Miss Baverstock 

to say ‘Well Done!’ Have you earned one yet? 

 

Lockdown lunches and meal plans 

 

With so much time spent at home during 

lockdown, trying to keep lunch interesting 

and healthy can be a challenge.  

If  you are looking for inspiration, 

Change4Life have created recipes and 

shopping lists for families which can be 

used to create lunches for around £15 

each week.  

 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lun
ch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 
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We had a snow 

day here in 
lockdown school! 

Who has been 
walking here…? 

Snow angels! 

Scooping, collecting, filling, building… 
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Safer Internet Day - 9th February 2021 

 

Children and young people have spent much more time on devices than ever before during 

lockdown, so as we approach Safer Internet Day, here is some information about staying safe 

online and principles you can help us remind your children about:  

https://www.childnet.com/resources/online-safety-activities-you-can-do-from-home .  

Support for parents  

We are aware that parents and carers may also 

have questions about suitable remote learning 

practice.  

Please send any questions you may have via 

SeeSaw (KS2) or Tapestry (EYFS and KS1).  

 

In addition, Rachna will be holding a Zoom Q&A 

session for parents on 9th February at 4pm:  

  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/99064173376?pwd=a3BHOEgvV

HJtbXRpV2JqenFPM0dtdz09 

  

Meeting ID: 990 6417 3376 
Passcode: SID2021  

Each class will be taking part in various online 

safety activities in the lead up to Safer Internet 
Day. 
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Children’s survey summary 

 

What’s going well  
The children who responded said 
that they did remote learning every 
day. 
They enjoyed all the platforms - 
Zoom, Tapestry or Seesaw and 
Doodle for Maths skills and spelling.  
What they liked best was seeing 
their teacher and friends  and doing 
work. 
They like puzzles and creative 
activities. 
They like seeing short lesson videos 
from their teachers. 

What’s not going 
so well 
Not being in 
school. 
Not seeing their 
friends. 
Getting confused 
about what they 
need to do to 
complete work. 

Ideas of how to improve  
More videos and zoom sessions from teachers. 
More examples of what work needs to look like. 
More tasks that need to be completed on paper rather 
than on-screen.  

Staff survey summary 

What’s going well 
Majority of responses described 
themselves as being in a routine with 
remote offer. 
The majority described that they have 
the things that they need for the offer.   
Zoom, recorded teaching and seesaw/ 
tapestry are working well. 
There is a good amount and good mix 
of online and offline in the offer. 
There were lots of positive comments 
re the ‘team’ approach of support staff 
delivering what had been planned by 
teachers on site for KWS. 
general increase in engagement. 
Seesaw and Tapestry had very good 
feedback overall as platforms to share 
work and communicate. 

What’s not going so well 
Some teachers noted that it would be 
good to have a better ‘physical space’ 
at home. 
Support staff noted that it would help 
support learning in school to have the 
planning the day before they are asked 
to lead it at school. 
There was less positive feedback about 
Doodle overall. 
There was frustration around those 
families not engaging at all.  
It feels like a lot of work and effort 
being wasted; a sense of a small 
number of children missing out on a 
good offer. 
Poor engagement from some families is 
very disheartening and worrying. Some 
children are missing a lot of learning. 
It is difficult to tailor learning in the 
input.  

Ideas of how to improve 
Share good ideas through CPD. Have access on the top floor to iPads/ chrome 
books. 
Post individual lessons, rather than lots of links on one page, which might be 
overwhelming for families. 
Share and provide strategies and support materials for EAL children and SEN 
children. 
Clarify the expectation of the offer to families and staff. An hour of a teacher 
leading or giving instruction – is not a lesson. Children need input and then the 
chance to complete with independence. 
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 Family survey summary 
Responses representing approx 60 children in a range of year groups 

What’s going well 
Families broadly felt the online platforms were working well and 
accessible, providing more structure.  
Many responses noted the offer was a good mix of online and 
offline activities.  
Families like being able to join a daily zoom - their children can see 
their class teacher and their friends. 
The majority of families who responded described their child 
developing good routines and structure with joining in and 
completing work across the day. 
‘It’s really useful having a mix of videos, online learning and 
creative/physical activity to complete each day’. 
Parents found the teachers welcoming and encouraging; they 
show an understanding of the pressures that families are under 
and appreciate why some of the work may not all be completed 
etc. 
Families liked the regular feedback from teachers on their child’s 
work. 

What’s not going so well 
A small number shared that their children would not engage with 
the learning at all, that their children refused to do the work. 
Families described the challenge of trying to support their child 
with their learning alongside their own schedules and demands as 
they work from home. 
Some parents would like to have access to text books; without 
access to a printer - handwriting sheets aren’t suitable - it would 
be good to get hard copies. 
Some families describe everything being online as a challenge - 
that they are not fluent in tech and therefore can’t support the 
child. 
Biggest challenge is getting children to engage. 
Challenge of expectation of children to work independently. 
Trying to support learning with other children at home, both older 
and younger. 
 

Ideas of how to improve 
Arrange tailored pastoral support for those families who need it – eg weekly phone calls, devise routine together that suits the family 
set-up and specific challenges or context. 
Opportunity for children to come in to meet their teacher for a 1:1 tutorial on how to access Seesaw for themselves – this would 
remove the need for parents to drive the tech side of things.  
Children grasp tech quicker than adults! Teachers to not be reliant on the expectation of families to print anything out.  
Reminder to families that most lessons have 10 to 15 mins of teacher input followed by 20 – 40 mins of independent work – depending 
on age and stage.  
Reminder to families that children and parents can message teachers directly if they are unclear about the work and/or need support.  


