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Cardfields 

This week our Year 6 children have enjoyed 

their residential visit to Cardfields.  

https://cardfields.co.uk/about-us/ 

They came back suitably tired and a bit 

muddy! – the sign of  a good visit! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 22nd October 2021 

 

A message from Mrs Horton 

It has been a busy and productive half  term! 

Planning is already underway for next half  term’s 

learning. 

During the INSET day on Monday 1st November, staff  

will be working on our ongoing priorities of  Reading 

and Well-being, with ‘Trauma Informed Practice’ 

training taking place.  

New systems for our children to access ebooks to 

support them in learning to read, and reading for 

pleasure will be launched soon.  

While the pandemic continues to rumble on, so much 

progress is happening here. We were happy to be able 

to report to governors that between March and July a 

large number of  children were able to re-establish their 

expected level of  attainment following all the disruption 

of  the lockdowns.  

We have a number of  spaces in classes across the 

school, including the toddler room. So, if  you know of  

anyone who is looking for a school place for their child, 

please point them in our direction! Open Days for 

prospective Reception families are also coming up 

soon.  

A highlight of  the week was the Halloween disco – 

please look ahead in the newsletter for some photos.  

Enjoy the half  term break and we look forward to 

seeing everyone well rested on Tuesday 2nd November. 
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Reading Road Map 
Islington’s ever-popular Reading Road Map has 

been re-launched in Hargrave Park, nurturing 

reading for pleasure and improving children’s 

literacy.  

Each main road in Islington represents a 

different genre and helps children find more 

books they might like to read based on books 

they have already enjoyed.  

Every classroom across years 1-6 has received 

a new collection of  exciting titles across a 

variety of  genres, from poetry to graphic 

novels. The more the children read, the more 

awards they earn with bronze, silver, gold and 

platinum milestones!  

The children have been really excited to receive 

the deliveries today; they will come home with a 

Reading Road Map book and a copy of  the map 

with the full list of  titles. The years 1 and 2 

‘adventure map’ also includes advice and tips 

for parents and carers when reading with 
children.  
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The halloween disco is back,  

‘Putting the BOO! in Boogie!’ 

Everyone had a ‘spooktacular’ time… 

Fabulous costumes and splendid 

dance moves. Much fun was had by all.  

Many thanks go to our wonderful 

Friends of  Hargrave Park for making it 

happen.  
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We have some inspiring posters up and 

around the school to help us talk about 

the influential black people we already 

know, and to consider who we would like 

to be more familiar with.  

This is a poster about black writers. Have 

you read any books by Malorie Blackman? 

Or poems by Benjamin Zephaniah? Here 

is a video of  Benjamin Zephaniah reading 

one of  his poems about writing. 

pencil me in - Bing video 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=benjamin+zephaniah+poems+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=736D63A50C602C714A99736D63A50C602C714A99&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3Dbenjamin%20zephaniah%20poems%20for%20kids%26qs%3DMT%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D6%26pq%3Dbenjamin%20zephaniah%20%26sk%3DMT5%26sc%3D8-19%26cvid%3D24632A9396F0490FA245F6E5DE846810
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=benjamin+zephaniah+poems+for+kids&&view=detail&mid=736D63A50C602C714A99736D63A50C602C714A99&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=/videos/search?q%3Dbenjamin%20zephaniah%20poems%20for%20kids%26qs%3DMT%26form%3DQBVR%26sp%3D6%26pq%3Dbenjamin%20zephaniah%20%26sk%3DMT5%26sc%3D8-19%26cvid%3D24632A9396F0490FA245F6E5DE846810
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● Autumn Cupcake sale raised £84 
• Thank you to everyone who baked and bought cupcakes on Monday. We 

were delighted to see all your delicious looking cakes, with five families 
taking home a Star Baker award.  Together, we raised an impressive £84. 
What a great team effort. 

 
 

● Halloween Disco  
• Last night there were some devilish dance moves as Hargrave Park’s 

Halloween Disco returned. It was a delight to see all the children in fancy 
dress and see them have fun on the dancefloor.  
 

• We would like to say a massive thank you to all the parents and staff who 
helped out yesterday. From the decorations and the crafts to the playlist 
everybody involved helped to make it a success. Judging by the singing and 
the excitement in the hall, we reckon the children had a fantastic evening.  

Dates for your diary 
Yellow & Pink Parent Coffee Morning 
• Friday 12 November, 8.45-10am 
Festive Cupcake Sale 
• Monday 13 December , 3.20-

3.40pm 
Winter Fair 
• Thursday 16 December, 3.30-5pm 

We are looking for a Treasurer 
to join the FoHPS committee 

If you are organised, have a head 
for figures and can use 
spreadsheets please consider 
joining the committee. You do not 
have to be an accountant but you 
would need to provide regular 
financial reports and attend the 
committee meetings. 
For more information or a non-
committal chat please email 
mayanithresher@gmail.com 

Want to get involved?  
Whether its helping at the Christmas 

Fair or joining the committee we’d 
love to hear from you.  

Email mayanithresher@gmail.com 

Friends of Hargrave Park School (FoHPS) aims is to enhance the education of 
our children by fostering cooperation between parents and staff, encouraging 
parents and carers to be interested in the activities of the school. 
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Term Dates for Academic Year 2021-2022 
 

Autumn Term 2021 
Wed 1st Sept – Fri 17th Dec 

Wed 1st Sept – INSET day 1 
Thurs 2nd Sept  - Children return 
Half Term Break - Mon 25th Oct-Fri 29th Oct  
Mon 1st November – INSET day 2 
Tues 2nd Nov– Children return 
Fri 17th Dec  - Last day of term, school closes 2pm 
 
 

Spring Term 2022 
Tues 4th Jan- Fri 1st April 

Tues 4th Jan – Children return 
Half term Break –Mon 14th Feb – Fri 18th Feb 
Mon 21st February – INSET day 3 
Tues 22nd Feb – Children return 
Fri 1st April – Last day of term, school closes 2pm 
 
 

Summer term 2022 
Tues 19th April – Fri 22nd July 

Tues 19th April – Children return 
Tues 3rd May – INSET day 4 
Half term Break –Mon 30th May – Fri 3rd June 
Mon 6th June – Additional day of holiday  
Tues 7th June  - Children return 
Thurs 22nd July – Last day of term school closes 2pm 

Fri 23rd July – INSET day 5 

Covid 19 – ‘Warn and Inform’ 

 

‘Bubbles’ are no longer in place, and self-isolation is no longer 

necessary for children, or people who have been double 

vaccinated.  

‘Warn and inform’ is the current system for keeping families and 

staff  up to date with any covid cases we become aware of  in the 

school community.   

When we have a positive case, the school sends a “warn and 

inform” letter to families of  children in the same class.  

The letter highlights the current government guidance and offers 

advice in keeping both staff  and pupils safe and minimise risk. 

Any member of  staff  deemed to have had close contact with a 

positive case will be spoken to by the school immediately and the 

necessary action taken dependent on vaccination status.  

All positive cases are reported to the CIPH team in Islington.  

The school continues to stringently follow government guidance 

around cleaning and ventilation throughout the school. 

If  there is more than one positive case in the same class, we may 

ask you to give your child a lateral flow test. This is a personal 

choice, but a number of  families have reported that it is helpful in 

terms of  giving them peace of  mind.  

Please note that the school is no longer able to provide lateral flow 

tests to families, so it may be useful to have a supply of  these in 

your home.  

You can order packs of  lateral flow tests here:  

Order coronavirus (COVID-19) rapid lateral flow tests - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 
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Christmas 2021 – some early ‘Save the Dates’ 
Christmas is back, with all the old favourites. 

A couple of  highlights include Christmas dinner and the Theatre trips: 

https://hackneyempire.co.uk/whats-on/jack-and-the-beanstalk-2/  
The Storm Whale | Little Angel Theatre  

We are very happy that we will be able to invite families for Christmas dinner this year. More details 

about how to reserve a place will follow.  

Our traditional theatre visits are booked! Key Stage 2 will visit the Hackney Empire for the 

pantomime:   and Key Stage 1 will visit the Little Angel Studios for The Storm Whale 
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Christmas week 1 (6th – 10th Dec) 

Tues 7th Dec: 

Lower Key Stage 2 to Hackney Empire 

Wed 8th: 

Green class to Little Angels Theatre, 

Upper Key Stage 2 to Hackney Empire 

Thur 9th: 

Little Angels Theatre visits:  Blue Class 

a.m, Red Class p.m 

Friday 10th: 

Christmas Jumper Day! 

Christmas Lunch.  

Christmas week 2 (13th – 17th Dec) 

We will hold new and improved 

Christmas shows this week. Further 

details to follow.  

Thur 16th: 

Cinema visit for all children from 

Reception to Year 6 

Winter Fair 3:30 – 5pm 

Fri 17th: 

Last day of  term, school finishes 2pm.  
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Important Notice for Parents and Carers 

Term Time Holidays and Unauthorised Absence  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  

Along with all Islington Schools, Hargrave Park School has a legal duty to ensure children’s attendance at school is as good as it 

can possibly be; as well as to investigate any absence so that the reasons are clear. 
  

Hargrave Park School has made significant improvements in its attendance over the past 3 years and is one of the most improved 

schools in Islington.  

This is a huge credit to the support of parents and carers who ensure that their children are at school as often as possible in order 

to receive the education that they are entitled to. 
  

However, one of the main reasons for absence continues to be unauthorised holiday and leave during term time (including 

traveling to another country), in particularly at the start and end of each term. 
  

Please be aware that it is against the law for parents and carers to take children on holiday or to take unauthorised leave during 

term time. A request for leave during term time is only ever permissible in particularly exceptional circumstances (and in line with 

Islington guidance and policy, this does not typically include visiting a sick relative in another country). Any genuinely exceptional 

requests for leave will be considered on a case by case basis. 
  

Please do not book holidays or flights abroad during term time. After half term, I will be reviewing all requests for absence and the 

reasons for them (where appropriate, I will be looking at any evidence provided by parents around exceptional circumstances). 

Please be aware that where parents take unauthorised holidays and trips abroad, they could be subject to a warning and a 

penalty notice. 
  

I know that the school is keen to avoid parents being in a position where they receive a penalty notice, which is why I am writing to 

parents now to make sure that everyone is very clear about the rules around term time absence. If you have any questions 

regarding this letter or would like to speak to me about any aspect of it, then please do feel free to make an appointment through 

the school office. 
  

Yours sincerely 
  

Martin Fullbrook,   Education Welfare Officer 

Friday 22nd October 2021 


