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Aim 
 
To set the guidelines of agreed principles and approaches that underpin the 
teaching and learning in our school. 
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At Hargrave Park teaching and learning are part of a lifelong process. We 
believe that our school is a learning environment for everyone who works 
here. Teaching and learning is a process of co-operative team work 
including pupils, teachers, support staff, parents, governors and others in 
our wider community. It is this process of co-operation that drives 
progress and attainment across the school. 

  

 

School Mission Statement 
 

Hargrave Park School is at the  
heart of our community in Archway.  
We provide a secure and stimulating  
learning environment for our children,  

to enable them to succeed.  
Our expectations are high.  

We offer an enriched curriculum,  
which engages and excites children  

to drive their own learning  
with increasing independence. 

 

 

Our Vision 
 

We want our children: 
to be inspired by the world;  

to be confident and independent learners; 
to be flexible in their thinking; 

to be resilient and hard-working in their approach; 
to be ambitious for their future; 

to be healthy, with a strong sense of community and self-respect; 
to embrace their social responsibility; 

to understand their impact on and potential within the world around them. 
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Our Approach to The Curriculum      
 

The school follows the National Curriculum for key stages 1 & 2 which details 
expectations in years 1-6. 
     
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425
601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf   
 
The school follows the EYFS statutory framework for children in Nursery and 
Reception.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596
629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf  
 
This is underpinned by ‘Development Matters’ - a non-statutory document which 
we use to ensure children develop the characteristics of effective learning.  
 
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-
PRINT-AMENDED.pdf  
 
We use a Cross-Curricular approach through thematic teaching, ensuring an 
enriched, engaging and exciting context for the provision of the key skills, 
knowledge and understanding of the National Curriculum. We use the Prospects 
Improve themes from year 1 to 6. (appendix 1) www.prospectsimprove.co.uk  

Learning through the creative arts provides visual, tactile and sensory 
experiences and a unique way of understanding and responding to the world. It 
stimulates creativity and imagination, enabling children to communicate what 
they see, feel and think using a variety of processes and materials, thus 
embedding understanding more meaningfully. Outcomes in the arts are 
included in all units of work including Art, Dance, Music and Performance 
Poetry.  

Our school embraces the 16 ‘Habits of Mind’ as a way of clarifying educational 
aspirations and targets for our pupils. They provide a framework and common 
language for students, teachers, school leadership, parents and the wider 
school community to share when discussing and planning for the development 
of our thinking. (Appendix 2) www.habitsofmind.co.uk   

The Hargrave Park ‘Language of Learning’ has been constructed by all staff 
and is broadly based on Bloom’s taxonomy. These words are evident in 
planning, children’s work and displays.  They help us as a community to value 
and articulate all elements of an individual’s learning journey. 

Personal, social and emotional development is a vital prerequisite for being an 
effective learner. Opportunities to develop personal, social and emotional skills 
are embedded in our practice.  

Confidence in the use of language and a range of communication skills gives 
children the capacity to participate fully in our society. Opportunities to 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/596629/EYFS_STATUTORY_FRAMEWORK_2017.pdf
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf
http://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf
http://www.prospectsimprove.co.uk/
http://www.habitsofmind.co.uk/
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communicate in a range of contexts and to a range of audiences are woven 
into each child’s learning experience at Hargrave Park.  

Mathematics is an integral part of the world in which we live. It provides a 
means of communication which is powerful, concise and unambiguous. 
Mathematics is as much about processes as answers. Learning to think 
mathematically, working logically to solve problems, is an essential tool in 
navigating the world.  

A quality Science curriculum develops scientific attitudes, skills and knowledge. 
Through these, children can explore, question and understand the world. We 
aim to build upon experiences and develop the skills, attitudes and concepts 
that enable scientific exploration and discovery.  
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Planning  
 
In Years 1-6, planning is structured in 5 phases: 
 

 The Skills and Knowledge continuum outlined in the national 
curriculum. 

 Long Term Planning – a yearly overview 

 Medium term planning  

 Weekly plans and unit plans 

 Daily planning 
 

Middle and Senior Leaders monitor planning regularly. 
 
 
Yearly Overview 
 

 Teachers plan the year through themes in line with the Prospects Improve 
Prospectus.  Plans include a spectrum of expected age aligned skills and 
capture rich and meaningful learning opportunities, linking learning in 
subjects across the curriculum. . 

 Literacy Units are planned for by genre related to the half-termly theme.  

 Mastery in Maths is planned for related to the half-termly theme – applying 
maths skills across the curriculum. 

 
 
Medium Term 
 

 The medium term plans outline the scope and sequence of teaching within 
each theme over each half term for all subject areas. Within phases and 
year groups teachers work to embed key skills and learning outcomes 
across curricular areas with clear outcomes (process and product) across 
the curriculum, reflecting learning in the arts, ‘Habits of Mind’, and  ‘Healthy 
Lifestyles’ – including dance and cooking. 

 Phonics teaching through Letters and Sounds is mapped out from nursery to 
Year 2, SPaG teaching is mapped out across Key Stages 1 and 2. 

 The teaching of skills in reading is linked to the half-termly theme in order to 
embed the learning in a context which is meaningful to the children. 

 Opportunities for educational enrichment to deepen learning are identified 
within medium term plans. These include educational visits, visits from 
leading professionals and projects run by organisations such as Arts First 
and the House of Illustration.  

 Phase leaders have the responsibility to ensure that skills and experiences 
are built on to provide progression. 

 
 

Weekly and Unit Plans 
 

 Guided Reading sessions are planned for in a weekly cycle of differentiated 
guided group sessions with the teacher and teaching assistant, and 
independent work.  



 

 

6 

 Weekly phonics and SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) plans reflect 
a range of differentiated activities - teaching, rehearsing and applying 
knowledge and skills. 

 There are clear expectations in place regarding the planning of writing and 
maths units. Genre specific planning grids, alongside a bank of agreed 
quality texts are used for the teaching of writing. The calculation policy is 
used for the planning of maths using the maths overview and a selection of 
carefully curated core resources for each year group to structure the 
sequence of learning.  

 Opportunities are established for working walls within the unit plans as well 
as targets for particular groups.  

 
 
Short Term 
 

 Quality Provision is captured in the Teachers Daily Planner. 

 Learning in lessons is planned and guided using carefully constructed 
interactive whiteboard slides. 

 Learning objectives and success criteria are identified and demonstrate 
clear differentiation for groups and individuals within the class.  

 Deployment of additional adults is made explicit. 

 Daily planning identifies independent activities and guided sessions.  

 Teachers’ planners demonstrate evaluation through annotation and notes. 
 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage planning is based on each child’s ongoing 
formative assessment. 
 
We also have long, medium and short term plans to ensure coverage is 
equitable, but these do change according to the needs of individuals and the 
class.  
 
Weekly plans include: 
 

 Differentiated letters and sounds plans which map out activities to 
review, teach and apply phonic knowledge.  

 Differentiated maths plans which map out activities to review, teach and 
apply mathematical knowledge.  

 Indoor and outdoor plans which detail the set-up of the environment to 
provide independent learning opportunities across the different areas of 
learning.  

 Weekly plans which detail the interests and next steps of that week’s 
focus children alongside opportunities for assessment across different 
areas of learning.  
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Assessment 
 

Assessment for Learning (AFL) happens in all lessons and is the tool by which 
teachers identify next steps for individuals, groups and the class as a whole.  
 
The progress of children is tracked termly through the assessment cycle which 
monitors individual and group attainment and progress. 
 
In our school we use Target Tracker for tracking attainment and progress across 
Year 1 – Year 6 and Tapestry in the EYFS. 
 
 

Assessment For Learning 
 

 Teachers continually assess understanding within lessons through a range of 
strategies including: observation, questioning, learning conversations and self 
and peer assessment. 

 Next steps feedback, both oral and written, is given to learners during lessons 
and through the marking of books. Along with self and peer assessment, this is 
an expectation and is embedded throughout the school. 

 Target Tracker is an online tool which is used to record children’s attainment of 
the relevant year group’s targets, identifying gaps in the learning of the class, 
groups and individuals and informing future planning of whole class, group and 
individual teaching and learning.  

 Targets provide clear next steps for children’s learning. Self and peer 
assessment are valued strategies, which enable pupil’s involvement and 
ownership of their own learning and progress. 

 
 
Assessment to track progress 
 

 A clear assessment cycle is established in the school to support the robust 
tracking of progress of both individual and groups of children. Target 
Tracker is used to measure attainment and monitor progress termly 

 Challenging targets are set at the beginning of the academic year and 
agreed in partnership between the class teachers and the Deputy Head 
teacher and the Head teacher.  

 Targets are set against age related expectations (ARE) and end of year 
descriptors in line with National Curriculum Statutory Requirements. 
Children who need accelerated progress to meet milestones of progress 
and attainment are identified. 

 The data from these assessments form the basis of Parent Consultations 
and Pupil Progress Reviews. These happen three times yearly following 
assessment week. An additional Parent Consultation takes place at the 
start of the year to support transition. 

 A robust moderation and analysis of the attainment and progress of 
individuals, specific cohorts and significant groups is made in June by 
Middle and Senior Leaders. These reports inform Pupil Progress Reviews 
and the Learning Improvement Plan for the following academic year.   
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Assessment in the EYFS  
 
Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves all 
adults working with the child. These observations, which are made using the 
Tapestry Online Learning Journals, are linked to Development Matters which in 
turn informs the end of phase judgments made in each child’s EYFS Profile.  
 
We ensure that:  

 Teaching and learning activities engage and motivate children to learn, 
and foster their curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. 

 There are focused activities to support, develop and extend children’s 
learning at their own pace. 

 Children are given opportunities to develop their own ideas, thoughts and 
opinions about their play activities. 

 Activities are extended/modified according to what the children like/find 
tricky.  

 There are strong links between home and school, and the importance of 
parental partnership in their children’s learning is recognised, valued and 
developed. 
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Record keeping and reporting         

 
Class teachers are responsible for keeping up to date teaching and learning 
records which include: 
 

 Class lists & pupil information 

 Information with regard to EAL, Ethnicity, FSM, medical and dietary needs 

 Attainment of children and groups using Target Tracker or Tapestry 

 Attainment data including Targets, Pupil Progress data and reviews, IPs and 
relevant and appropriate inclusion information 

 Grouping information 

 Policies and Procedures 
 
Class Teachers are responsible for regular Assessment for Learning practices and 
the marking of books in line with the schools assessment and marking 
expectations. 
 
Class teachers and Support Staff maintain up to date Daily Planners to support 
AFL, robust planning and the tracking of day to day expectations. 
 

 Information about children’s attainment, together with their individual 
targets, is sent home to parents and carers as a Record of Assessment 
(ROA) in the Autumn and Spring Terms and as a School Report at the end 
of the Summer Term. 

 Attainment is reported to parents within their age band against expected 
levels as follows: 

 

EYFS  Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

 Below expected Below expected 

Emerging Emerging Towards expected 

Working Within At expected At expected 

Securely Within Above expected Above expected 
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Communication  

 
Within school 
 

 Teachers work collaboratively to plan in teams as follows – Nursery and 
Reception, Year 1 and 2, Year 3 and 4, Year 5 and 6  

 Teachers regularly share and discuss record keeping information, books and 
planning at phase meetings. 

 Pupils’ Targets, progress and attainment are monitored and discussed with 
Middle and Senior Leaders in regular pupil progress meetings.  

 All class teachers carry out a ‘Transition Meeting’ at key transition points in the 
year, or when required, to communicate record keeping and planning  
information with new class teachers, the Pastoral Care Team and school 
leaders. 

 
With parents and carers 

 

 School staff are in the playground at the end of the day to encourage informal 
communications.  

 A whole school newsletter goes to families every two weeks summarising key 
events and communicating important messages.  

 The school website and app are used to celebrate some of the highlights of the 
recent teaching and learning. 

 Teachers provide termly letters which outline key topics, learning and 
information for the term.  

 Transitional parent consultations are held in September. Parents and carers are 
given a transitional information booklet to complete with their child. This booklet 
asks for information about interests outside school, key interests or concerns 
around school. 

 Following assessment weeks in November and March/April, a Record of 
Assessment (RoA) goes home to parents and carers detailing attainment, 
learning behaviour and individual targets in PSE, Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics.   

 Annual reports go home at the end of the academic year. Parents are 
encouraged to meet with teachers and staff working with their child to discuss 
the report. 

 
With Pupils 
 

 Next steps marking, self and peer assessment are embedded elements of all 
lessons. Pupils are expected to engage with, reflect on and respond to 
opportunities to improve their own learning.  

 Regular class meetings are held to ensure pupils have the opportunity to 
exercise their pupil voice. 

 A school council, made up of elected representatives from Years 1 to 6, is 
established at the start of each year and meet weekly to provide a vehicle for 
pupil voice. 

 Pupils are actively encouraged at all times to share thoughts and opinions in the 
day to day running of the school and wider school development 
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The Learning Environment 

 
The whole school forms the Learning Environment. This includes classrooms, our 
Creative Arts space, Lab18@HP, the HUB, the garden and the library. 
 
The pupils are provided with a stimulating environment in which to learn. The 
learning environment must be safe, clean, well-presented, well-organised and 
appropriately resourced, with children able to access everything they need in order 
to interact with their environment meaningfully. 
 
Displays are an integral part of the learning environment and they are expected to 
celebrate children’s learning, reflect the cultural diversity of the school community 
and support learning. 
 
Working walls are an essential classroom resource, mapping the learning 
throughout units of work and providing a reference point for children to support 
them when working independently to apply previous learning.  
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Educational Enrichment 

 
It is an expectation that Teachers, as part of their classroom programme, explore 
and maximise learning opportunities outside of the classroom environment. This 
will include visits to the local area as well as visits to a range of attractions across 
London.  
 
We believe it is important to ensure pupils have a good understanding of the range 
of opportunities available to them in their local community and know how to 
manage themselves safely when exploring their local area and when on public 
transport.  
 
Key to the success of this will be: 
 

 The use of the playground and school spaces beyond the classroom as a 
learning resource including the use of our garden classroom with our 
Environmental Tutor and the Library with our Librarian.  

 The use of the local community including parks, the library and the 
leisure centre.  

 Opportunities to travel on the range of public transport available in and 
beyond the local community. 

 Planned activities where children can interact with a range of 
environments including museums, galleries and famous landmarks.  

 Providing opportunities to enrich, extend and apply school work through 
home learning. 

 
Whole school visits to the seaside, theatre and cinema provide rich learning 
opportunities where children can extend their understanding of the world as part 
of a whole school experience.  
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Monitoring and Evaluation of the policy 

 
The implementation of the policy will be monitored through: 
 

 Lesson observations 

 Planning scrutiny 

 Book Scrutiny 

 Learning walks 

 Pupil progress reviews 

 Pupil Interviews 

 Parent surveys and feedback following RoAs, consultations and reports. 
 
 

The policy is reviewed biannually by the SLT and the Curriculum Committee 
 
Policy Adopted: _____________________  (Date)    
  

Signed:  _____________________ 

 

 Name:  _____________________ 
 (Please print) 

 

Review date: December 2020 
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YEAR 
 

1 

SCHOOL 
DAYS 

 

Changes in 
schools in the 
last 100 years 

 

History 

POLES APART 
 

Hot and Cold 
Countries 

 

Geography 

‘GET OUT OF 
MY SWAMP!’ 

 

The land of 
Fairy-tales 

 

Literature 

TOYS 
 

Changes 
through the 
generations 

 

History & 
Technology 

FLIGHT 
 

Study of the 
First Flight 

 

History 

 

2 

THE HOME 
FRONT 

 

World War II 
from a local 
and UK view 

 

History 

INDIAN SPICE 
 

India as a 
contrasting 

locality 
 

Geography 

‘WONDER 
WOMEN’ 

 

Famous women 
in history 

 

History 

LONDON’S 
BURNING 

 

The Great Fire 
of London 

 

History 

PIONEERS 
 

Innovative 
individuals  

 

Science & 
History 

3 

 

 

‘MEET THE 
FLINTSTONES’ 

 

Britain in the 
Stone, Iron 
and Bronze 

Age 
 

History 

EXTREME 
SURVIVAL 

 

Adapting to 
different 

climates and 
environments 

 

Geography 

TOMB RAIDERS 
 

Ancient 
Egyptians 

 

History 

TRANSPORT 
 

Aviation and 
Exploration  

 

History 

CHINA 
 

The Shang 
Dynasty of 

Ancient 
China 

 

History & 
Geography 

4 

ROMAN RULE 
 

The Roman 
Empire and its 

impact on 
Britain 

 

History 

THE WORLD’S 
KITCHEN 

 

Food and 
farming 

around the 
world 

 

Geography 

CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT 

 

Changes in 
social history  

 

History 

REIGN OVER 
US 

 

The power of 
the monarchy 

 

History 

BRITAIN 
FROM THE 

AIR 
 

Maps & 
Landmarks 

 

Geography 

5 

 

 

INVADERS 
 

Angles, 
Saxons and 

Scots 
 

History 

WILD WATER 
 

Rivers and 
Coasts 

 

Geography 

MEXICO AND 
THE MAYANS 

 

Modern and 
Ancient Mexico 

 

 

Geography & 
History 

BRITAIN AT 
PLAY 

 

Leisure and 
Entertainment 

in the 20
th

 
Century 

 

Geography 

 

WALLS AND 
BARRICADES 

 

Borders or 
barriers? To 
defend or to 

divide? 
 

History & 
Geography 

6 

 

 

RULE 
BRITANNIA 

 

The Viking and 
Saxon battle 
for the throne 

of England 
 

History 

DISASTER! 
 

Natural 
Disasters - 

Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 

 

Geography 

 

GREECE 
LIGHTNING 

 

A study of 
modern and 

Ancient Greece 
 

 

Geography & 
History 

YES MINISTER! 
 

British Politics 
and Parliament 

 

Citizenship 

OUT OF THIS 
WORLD 

 

Solar system, 
universe, 

space 
exploration 

and alien life 
 

Science 

The 6
th
 

Theme 
 

A Whole 
School 
Theme 

 
 
 

 This 
may be 
placed 
at any 
point in 

the year. 

Appendix 1. 
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Habits  

of  

Mind 

Persistence 

Managing Impulsivity 

Listening with Empathy  
and Understanding 

Thinking About Your 
Thinking 

(Metacognition) 

Persistence 

Thinking Flexibly 

Finding Humour 

Taking Responsible Risks 

Responding with Awe 
and Wonderment 

Gathering Data Through 
All the Senses 

Creating, Imagining  
and Innovating 

Applying Past Knowledge  
to New Situations 

Questioning and 
Problem Posing 

Thinking and  
Communicating with 
Clarity and Precision 

Striving for Accuracy and 
Precision 

Thinking Interdependently 

Remaining Open to  
Continuous Learning 

Appendix 2. 


