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rd
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Dear Families, 

Thank you to everyone who responded to the parent survey that closed on Monday afternoon. Yesterday you 

received a FAQs response, which aimed to address the questions raised by families. I appreciate that there was 

a lot of information to digest in the risk assessment and in the return planning. I also appreciate and respect 

that some families will decide not to return their children to school. We will continue to provide home learning 

for the remainder of the academic year and will continue to communicate regularly with those children and 

families who are not attending. 

Our planning and provision is under constant review. When children start to return over the next couple of 

weeks, we will be better placed to know when and how we can extend our offer further, in terms of length of 

day, numbers of days and of course other year groups being invited in. I will keep you updated regularly. 

To help give a flavour of some of the things that the school has implemented already to support our phased 

return, I have attached some images that will be useful when trying to picture how things will look differently 

at HP. Many of these you will be familiar with from news reports etc.  

Today and tomorrow we have staff training in small teams, so that staff can add their input into the measures 

being put in place and fine-tune how approaches might look different depending on the different ages of 

children across the school. The two sessions today were really productive and I am very grateful for the 

professional approach of everyone in the team. 

Along with schools across the couontry, our mantra is . . . “we are thinking about bubbles . . !” 

This week all families in Year 6 have spoken with their child’s class teacher. The children who are returning will 

have an orientation session on Friday morning. I am really looking forward to seeing them! We really miss 

them! They will meet with their adults and get to know who else is in ‘their bubble’.  

They will start to understand the kinds of activities they will be doing in the first few weeks. The other phrase, 

along with ‘bubbles’ that we are using a lot at the moment is ‘a recovery curriculum’. The children have 

experienced an extraordinary period of history and will need time and space to start to process how different 

things have been for such a long time. Leaders and staff are carefully thinking about this ‘recovery curriculum’ 

Our children are familiar with ‘Habits of Mind’ and Philosophy for Children (P4C) approaches – and we will be 

using both strategies a lot across the phased return. 

Our Deputy head of Children’s Centre, Juliette Lloyd, has spoken with families this week and we look forward 

to welcoming some of our Babies and Toddlers back to school next week. 

There are some links here that parents might find useful, whatever your individual decisions are about a return 

to school. 

 Children returning – health info for parents from Public Health 

http://www.hargravepark.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Children-returning-health-info-for-parents-from-Public-Health.pdf


Hargrave Park School 51 Bredgar Road, London, N19 5BS Head Teacher Lisa Horton 

Tel: 020 7272 3989 Email: office@hargravepark.islington.sch.uk Web: www.hargravepark.islington.sch.uk 

 

 

 Advice for families and parents about helping children who are anxious about coronavirus can be 

found here:- Helping cyp with coronavirus anxiety 

How school will look differently during the return phase:- 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/video_and_audio/headlines/52842040/coronavirus-we-answer-kids-questions-

about-going-back-to-school  

This is a video link which families may find useful. Delivered by Dr. Sian Barnett from Islington CAMHS team 

the video explores how adults can support children with their feelings and anxieties during this time. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=874qoCSUxCQ&feature=youtu.be 

 

These links are also on the front page of the school website) 
 

Next week our staff in EYFS will be in contact with individual families in order to start forming ‘bubbles’ for 

Nursery and Reception. Children who are returning will be invited in on the Friday for a brief orientation 

opportunity: a time to meet their teacher and return to see their classroom, look at changes etc – as well as 

see their friends! 

Best wishes, 

Lisa Horton 

Head teacher 
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