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Tuesday 9th June 2020 

Dear Families, 

Yesterday we welcomed some of our Year 6 cohort in their new bubbles. It was lovely to see them! 

The children had an orientation session on Friday; getting used to the new one-way routes around the school 

and the new look classrooms. For their first week back, they have a shorter day, with a ‘grab-bag’ lunch 

provided. (On Monday – they had chicken wraps with fruit and a milk shake!) The ‘grab-bag’ lunch helps to 

mitigate a complex timetable of bubbles in the lunch room as we navigate increasing numbers. 

Yesterday we also started our Baby Bubble and Toddler Bubbles. Numbers are quite small at the moment, but 

we aniticipate that these will grow in the coming days and weeks. 

The shape for each returning cohort is:- 

 pre-discussion with child’s class teacher followed by an orientation session of about an hour 

 return with a staggered start, a grab-bag lunch and a shorter day for the first week back 

 an extension to a full core day offer 

 

The training with staff went well and additional elements have been  considered and added into the risk 

assessment. By the end of this week we will have received 12 infrared thermometers so that children and staff 

can have their temperatures taken regularly across the day. We will explain to the children, in an age 

appropriate way, that whilst having a temperature isn’t always a symptom of having the virus – it can help to 

reassure others in your bubble that you are not unwell.  

Our phased return planning has been reviewed. We are aiming to get the balance of familiar adults and spaces 

for children who are returning; consistency of provision for families in order to support their routines and child 

care needs as well as time for staff to be able to support both those children in school and those who will 

continue to stay at home and engage in home learning. 

We have reviewed protocols for cleaning between different bubbles – in Nursery and Reception - and have 

been able to put plans in place that don’t need a full day (Wednesday) in between each group. We have 

removed a lot of furntiture and doubled-up resources, so they can be accessed by bubbles without mixing 

between them. 

Also I am now confident that, as cohorts return, the school will be able to move to a full core day quicker than 

we had initially anticipated. ie – once children are back and have had a settling period of a shorter day, they 

are able to move to a ‘normal’ school day experience, whilst maintaing a staggered start and finish approach to 

support social distancing. 

In order that staff have capacity to fulfil their other commitments we will offer a 4 day week for returning 

cohorts in Year 1 and Year 6.  
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For week beginning 15
th

 June 

Year 6 bubbles will come in on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.05am to 3.30pm 

Nursery bubbles will come in for either Monday and Tuesday 9.15am to 1pm OR Wednesday and Thursday 

9.15am to 1pm 

Reception bubbles will come in for either Monday and Tuesday 9.10am to 12.50pm OR Wednesday and 

Thursday 9.10am to 12.50pm. 

Baby and Toddler bubbles and Key Worker School provision remain unchanged. 

For week beginning 22
nd

 June  

Year 6 bubbles will come in on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9.05am to 3.30pm 

Nursery bubbles will be for either Monday and Tuesday 9.15am to 3.10pm OR Wednesday and Thursday 

9.15am to 3.10pm 

Reception bubbles will come in for either Monday and Tuesday 9.10am to 3.15pm OR Wednesday and 

Thursday 9.10am to 3.15pm. 

Year 1 bubbles will return for four days – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.20am to 1.10pm 

For week beginning the 29
th

 June the Year 1 bubbles will move to a full core day for four days – Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.20am to 3.20pm. 

The school will support all families with children in different provision across the school to enable consistency. 

If there are any queries, please call the school office or send an email to the relevant phase leader in the first 

instance. 

By the end of next week, I will have information for families of children in Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 with regard to a 

return to school plan. We will aim to support this for those families who wish their children to return to school 

before the end of the academic year. 

I would like to thank you all for your patience and understanding as we navigate this challenging time. 

We had a total of 47 children on site today – I look forward to it being 100 soon!  

We have invested in 3 bubble machines – to support our “thinking about bubbles . . . “. They proved very 

popular with children and staff alike! 

Best wishes, 

Lisa Horton 

Head teacher 


