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A message from Mrs Horton 

 
It has been lovely to see the children starting to attend local 

trips.  UKS2 have been sailing this week! Over the next few 

weeks we have classes going to Whittington Park for story 

telling activities and we have had some inter school football 

competitions.  

It has been such a long time since we have been able to do trips 

– and it feels great!  Staff  and children have missed them. As 

ever, the children have been excellent ambassadors and shown 

exemplary behaviour.  

Friday 25th June 2021 

Term dates for Summer 20/21  
Summer Term 2021 

Last day of term – 23rd July 
School closes at 2pm 

 

Term Dates for Academic Year 2021-2022 
Autumn Term 2021 

Wed 1st Sept – Fri 17th Dec 
Wed 1st Sept – INSET day 1 
Thurs 2nd Sept  - Children return 
Half Term Break - Mon 25th Oct-Fri 29th Oct  
Mon 1st November – INSET day 2 
Tues 2nd Nov– Children return 
Fri 17th December Last day of term, school closes 2pm 
 

Spring Term 2022 
Tues 4th Jan- Fri 1st April 

Tues 4th Jan – Children return 
Half term Break –Mon 14th Feb – Fri 18th Feb 
Mon 21st February – INSET day 3 
Tues 22nd Feb – Children return 
Fri 1st April – Last day of term, school closes 2pm 
 

Summer term 2022 
Tues 19th April – Fri 22nd July 

Tues 19th April – Children return 
Tues 3rd May – INSET day 4 
Half term Break –Mon 30th May – Fri 3rd June 
Mon 6th June – Children return 
Thurs 22nd July – Last day of term , school closes 2pm 
Fri 23rd July – INSET day 5 

 

Collecting at the end of  the day 

 

Hopefully in the new academic year, we will be able to return to 

‘normal’ dismissal routines at the end of  the day. We appreciate 

that it can be a challenge if  you have children in multiple 

phases and that you may need to wait for different phases to be 

dismissed, or have frustrations around which gate etc. 

It is also challenging for staff.  

Our priority is always that children are dismissed safely.  

Please ensure that you support the school in reminding your 

children to say goodbye to their class teacher, so they know 

they have been collected. It is a practice that we insist on as a 

school and one that all the children are familiar with and 

reminded about. If  you call out to your child, they will still need 

to be dismissed by their teacher before they come to you.  

We ask that you respect this expectation. 
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Sailing 
 

This week UKS2 had their first sailing class at 
the West Reservoir Centre 

https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-

centre/london/hackney/west-reservoir-centre 

They had great fun – and are looking forward to 

their next 2 sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Football competitions 
 

This week is was the turn of  our  

Year 3 and Year 4 boys football team to 

represent the school in a local competition at 

Whittington Park. 

They were fantastic ambassadors! 
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The children have been reading  all the books shortlisted for the  prestigious CILIP Carnegie and Kate 

Greenaway Medals.  

This year’s winners  have now been announced! 
They are in the library if  anyone wants to have a read of  them, alongside the rest of  the shortlist.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mythical tale of  a 

singing Starbird caged by 

a Moon King. 

Starbird was the number 

one Hargrave Park 

favourite from the 

shortlist, which was read 

to all the children leading 

up to the awards. It was 

voted as their favourite, 

for the captivating 

artwork and for its 

powerful message of  love 
and freedom! 

Look Both Ways is a collection of  

10 standalone but intertwined, 

stories chronicling the 15 minutes 

of  unsupervised independence of  

the walk home from school.  

The judges called it a 

“breathtakingly gripping”, 

“innocent tale which covers hard 

hitting issues including bullying, 

homophobia and bereavement” 

that “challenges the reader to 

see differently in an engaging and 

fresh way.” 

This is the second Kate Greenaway 

Medal win for Canadian author and 

illustrator Sydney Smith. Small in the 
City depicts claustrophobic and 

overwhelming urban streets from a 

child’s viewpoint.  

The judges called it an “evocative 

and immersive book” that is 

“understated whilst also managing 

to build to a moving emotional end 

with the themes of  being lost, alone, 

and overlooked, taking on a much 

wider resonance.” 

Hargrave Park’s Winner! 

CILIP Carnegie 

Medal 2021 

winner:  

Look Both Ways   

by  
Jason Reynolds 

CILIP Kate 

Greenaway 

Medal 2021 

winner:  

Small in the 
City  by Sydney 

Smith 
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Curriculum development - 

update 
  

Pupil voice: 

The children have continued their 

programme of  assemblies where they 

are exploring their understanding of  

what the curriculum is and how we can 

enhance it to ensure its relevance for 

them.  

Try asking your child what the 

curriculum is and what helps them to 

learn…  
 

Parent voice: 

It is important to also listen to the views 

of  families and incorporate these into 

our next steps. We invite you to join a 

workshop to explore our curriculum 

including the core drivers. Please email 

parents@hargravepark.islington.sch.uk 

to express an interest and what time of  

day would work best for you. Details will 

be confirmed at a later date.  

Friday 25th June 2021 

‘Pop-its’ in school 

 
We are aware that a new fidget toy, the  

‘Pop-It’, has become very popular among our 

children across the school. Whilst we 

acknowledge that some children may benefit from 

a fidget toy, we would like to remind you that 

unless you have been advised by your child's 

teacher that it would benefit them, it is not 

necessary for them to have one in class.  

We are happy for children to bring them in and 

don’t want to ban them. However, children need 

to manage them properly. They will only be used 

during playtimes and will not 

be used in class or the dinner hall whilst they are 

working or eating.  We also ask that they do 

not swap them with their friends as this often 

leads to upset.  

 It is not necessary for your child to have more 

than one in school.  Children who cannot manage 

their Pop-It properly will not be allowed them. If  

you have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to contact us.  

mailto:parents@hargravepark.islington.sch.uk


Free and fun activities with food  
  

This summer, Islington Council along with schools and 
other partners, is offering free activities, along with 

a free, nutritious meal to children who receive benefits-
related free school meals (FSM) and to all children with an 
Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) and children with 

a social worker or family support worker.  
  

There are activities to suit all interests, from sport and 
physical activity to music, drama, arts, crafts and 

more. We expect that activities on offer will be popular, so 
please book early.  

  

Newsletter  15th September 2017 Friday 25th June 2021 

How to Book  
Visit:  www.islington.gov.uk/heatwave to find an up-to-date list of activities including how to book directly with 

providers. More activities are being added all the time. If you need help to get online, do visit your local library, they 
will be happy to assist.    

For further information about what’s happening this summer, you can also phone the Family Information Service 
020 7527 5959.   

All summer activity providers are fully qualified, friendly professionals, so you can have the peace of mind knowing 
your children are in a safe environment, while enjoying a wide range of fun and stimulating activities.   

  


