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Spring Term 2022 
Mon 24th – 28th Jan – Orange class swimming (All week) 

Tues 25th Jan – Green Class to London Zoo 

Wed 26th Jan – Blue class to London Zoo 

Thurs 27th Jan – Red Class to London Zoo 

Tues 1st Feb – Yellow and Pink Classes to the Garden 

Classroom 

Wedn2nd Feb – Fluoride varnish team in for Nursery, 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children 

Week beginning Mon 7th Feb – Children’s Mental Health 

Week, Online Safety Week 

Tue 8th Feb - Safer Internet Day 

 

Mon 14th – Fri 18th February - Half term holiday 

Mon 21st Feb -  INSET day – school closed to children 

 

Thurs 24th Feb – Poet Paul Lyalls in school for poetry 

workshops 

Mon28th Feb – Lime Class to Westminster Abbey 

Tues 1st Mar - Purple Class to Westminster Abbey 

Thurs 3rd Mar - Orange Class to Westminster Abbey 

Fri 4th Mar – mid-year Records of Assessment sent home 

Week beginning Mon 7th Mar – Parent Consultations 

Wed 16th Mar – Maamulaha tag rugby tournament 

Message from Mrs Horton 
  

The two key messages in this week’s newsletter are around 

communication with families and the importance of good school 

attendance. 
 

Communication across the school community always needs close 

attention, revisiting and sharing regularly so school life can run 

smoothly.  We have pulled together an overview of the different 

communication routes between school and families which I hope 

parents will find useful – see page 2. If you have any questions 

please don’t hesitate to ask. It is important that we work together 

to get it right. I strongly encourage you all to download the school 

app which is being used more widely now. Please download it 

wherever you download your apps – search ‘piota schools’. There 

is a reminder on page 6 of this newsletter.  
 

Our attendance figures are of great concern and we will be having 

a major focus on improving attendance moving forward. All 

children have experienced such a lot of disruption in their learning 

over the last 2 years and ensuring good attendance from all 

children is a key priority. We have far too many persistent 

absentees . A persistent absentee is a child with attendance 

below 90%; meaning that they are missing at least ½ a day of 

school a week, or 4 weeks of school a year. This level of 

absenteeism is highly detrimental to their learning and progress 

as well as their sense of belonging and wellbeing.  
 

We are delighted to share that planning for enrichment continues. 

Lower Key Stage Two are having swimming and Samba, Key 

Stage One will be working with the House of Illustration 

https://www.houseofillustration.org.uk/ after half term and we are 

securing dates for PE enrichment, for the Summer term, including 

tennis, cricket and sailing. 

In the Newsletter today: 
Page 1 – Message from Mrs Horton, dates 

Page 2 – Communication channels 

Page 3 – Attendance 

Page 4 – Reading 4 Change 

Page 5 – Friends of Hargrave Park 

Page 6 – School app information, and Keeping head lice out! 

https://www.houseofillustration.org.uk/
https://www.houseofillustration.org.uk/
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School App - Twitter feed, ongoing communication, trips, 

reporting absence etc  

Newsletters every two weeks: 

give information about what has been 

happening in school, upcoming events, 

dates, general information 

Texts/emails to families via Groupcall: 

reminders, trips, individual messages 

from the office team 

Morning welcome - leadership team in the playground can 

answer questions or pass on concerns to the right person 
 

Collection times – teachers and leaders are available – please 

wait until teachers have dismissed the children safely before 

approaching them to discuss your issue 

Notice Boards at entrances: 

events, dates, general information  

Communication between home and school 
It is important to keep lines of  communication open.  

We are always working hard to make improvements so that communication channels are 

streamlined and easy to use.  

Email us at parents@hargaravepark.Islington.sch.uk  

The right person will get back to you within two working days. 

School website – long term information: 

policies, term dates etc  

Communication from home to school 

Communication from school to home 
Communication both ways 

Tapestry  
Nursery, Reception, y1, y2 

• Home learning – posted on a 

Friday 

• Parents can contact their 

child’s class teacher on 

Tapestry - teachers will reply 

within one working day 

Seesaw  
Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

• Home learning – posted on a Friday 

• Parents can contact their child’s 

class teacher through responding to 

an announcement on the Seesaw 

Parent and Family App - teachers 

will reply within one working day 

mailto:parents@hargaravepark.Islington.sch.uk
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Attendance  
 

It is important that your child attends 

school consistently. We have a duty to 

monitor attendance levels.  
 

In line with Islington's attendance 

policy, pupils whose attendance is 

under 90% are classed as persistent 

absentees.  
 

We take this very seriously and 

continuous absence will result in our 

Education Welfare Officer getting in 

contact with parents/carers 

to follow up with necessary steps.  
 

Failure to ensure your child attends 

school regularly and punctually can 

result in court action or you may be 

issued with a penalty notice of  up to 

£120.  
 

Unfortunately, we have already had to 

issue some Formal Warning Letters this 

term. 
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Every £300 raised means 

another school gets access 

to books where these 

children can see 

themselves. I received this 

letter (on the left) from a 

child last week.  

Reading 4 Change 
At Hargrave Park we have recently been lucky enough to benefit from a donation of books from Reading 4 Change.  

Reading 4 Change is an initiative started by Scott Emmons, a friend of one of our families. Thank you so much Scott! 
 

Here is a message from Scott: 
 

The initiative was born out of a need for change at the earliest stage of education.  33% of children in the UK are ‘non-white’, yet only a tiny 

percentage of the books within their school libraries represent them. Reading 4 Change is attempting to bring those statistics closer together. 

Over 80 schools have received their bundle of 49 books. All books feature either a Black or Asian author and/or illustrator.  

With the help of family, friends and businesses we have so far raised over £20,000, but this is just the beginning! There are no middle-men, so 

100% of donations go to an independent bookshop that specialises in diverse books for children of all ages.  

  
  

The Books… 

If you would like to make a donation to support the Reading 4 Change 

initiative, the GoFundMe page address is: 

www.gofundme.com/help-our-children-read-about-race  
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Head lice 

 
Unfortunately, head lice are a fact of  life in primary schools.  

Sometimes it feels like a never-ending task to keep them at bay.  

Remember to check and comb your hair regularly.  

The best way to manage it is if  they cannot get into your hair in 

the first place! 

Make life harder for them by tying your hair back if  you have 

long hair.  

 

You might like to try a few styles like these – bunches are fine!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will be looking for the best tied up styles coming in to 

school in the next two weeks. Maybe your hairstyle will be 

photographed as a good example of  a ‘nit-resistant’ hairstyle in 

the newsletter next time. 

Reminder: 

Downloading the school app 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


